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PRINCE STREET ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND THE SCHOOL REVIEW PROCESS 
Prince Street Home and School Association 

November 2016 
 
PROCESS & METHODS 
In October and November 2016, Prince Street Home and School opened up a process 
for consulting the school community to gain insights and comments about our school to 
contribute to the school review process. The consultation included the following 
elements: 
 

• Discussion at October and November Home and School meetings. 
• A clear-language explanation of the school review process and our consultation 

plan. 
• A survey, available online and in hard copy. 
• A suggestion box available in the school office. 
• An email address open for comments in the language of the sender’s choice. 
• Encouragement from Home and School members for their friends and neighbours 

to take part in the discussion. 
 
We had 55 responses to our survey about Prince Street School and the school review 
process. There were no separate comments: all respondents chose to use the survey 
(online or hard copy) to submit their comments. 

 
CONNECTION TO PRINCE STREET SCHOOL 
Respondents indicated they were connected to Prince Street School in a variety of ways. 
Respondents could select one or more than one way they were connected to the school. 

• 56% (31 people) said they were parents or guardians of Prince Street students. 
• 45% (25 people) said they live in the neighbourhood of Prince Street school. 
• 18% (10 people) said they or a child or children close to them graduated from 

Prince Street. 
Others said they have a child or children who may go to Prince Street in the future (6), 
were family members of students or staff (5), were staff members at Prince Street (3), or 
were current Prince Street students (1). Numbers add up to more that 55 because 
people could select more than one category of connection.	  	  

	  
 

Interpretations and conclusions that are most relevant for the school review process 
are in text boxes throughout this report. 

The high percentage of respondents (45%) who identified themselves as living in the 
neighbourhood of Prince Street school also points to a trend that Prince Street Home 
and School members have observed: it is easier for families to be engaged in the 
life of the school if they live closer to the school. Turnout at home and school 
meetings is higher among people who can walk to the meeting; similarly, almost half 
of those who participated in a survey that was available online to anyone anywhere 
were those who live in nearest to the school.  
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WHY FAMILIES CHOSE PRINCE STREET SCHOOL 
Respondents were asked to select only one reason their family chose Prince Street 
Elementary School as their school. Almost half chose the school for the practical reason 
that they lived in the zone where students could walk or bus to the school.  
 

 
• 48% (26 people) said they lived in the zone where they could walk or bus to the 

school, 
• 13% (7 people) said they chose the school because the diversity of Prince Street 

School community matches their values, 
• 9% (5 people) said they wanted their child to go to Prince Street School because 

of its reputation, and  
• another 9% (5 people) said they chose the school because they feel connected 

to Prince Street School as part of their neighbourhood.  
 
There were one or more responses from others who said they were interested in late 
French Immersion instead of early immersion (2), they wanted students to go to school 
with other students in the neighbourhood (2), they enrolled a child at Prince Street before 
there was the option of a new school at Spring Park (1), they moved to this area 
because of the schools’ reputation (1), or that they are not in the zone for Prince Street 
but their student remains at the school for personal or family reasons (1). Four (4) 
respondents answered “none of the above.” There were 54/55 responses to this 
question.	   
 

 
 
 
  

The school review process and the Public Schools Branch should take seriously the 
importance of school zone boundaries as the primary deciding factor for most families 
about where their children will attend school. Changes in school zone boundaries 
will affect first those families that place the highest value on neighbourhood 
and lower value on programs (such as French Immersion) available at their 
local school.  
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DESCRIBING PRINCE STREET SCHOOL 
The survey next invited parents to select from a list of 55 options the words that best 
described Prince Street Elementary School. The following words were selected by half or 
more of respondents: 
 

 
 
“Dedicated staff” was the description with the most support from respondents: 89% of 
respondents (47 people) respondents selected this term, followed closed by “Accepting,” 
“Caring,” and “Diverse.” There was also very strong agreement that the school is “Child-
friendly” and “Inclusive” (72% for each). These words speak to the emphasis at Prince 
Street School at building a school community, developing the character of students, and 
encouraging positive attitudes – as do many of the other words selected by most 
respondents. 
 
It is interesting to notice that Prince Street has done a lot of work with the school 
community, especially students, to develop a school motto that reflects school values. 
The words from this school motto appear strongly in these results: P – Pride (proud = 
59%); R – Respect (respectful = 66%); I – Inclusive = 72%; N – Never give up = 55%; C 
– Caring = 85%; E – Empathy (empathetic = 53%). 

 
 

Many of the terms respondents selected relate to the goals of the school review 
process:  
“Just the right size of school” (64%); “Building on strengths” (59%); “Meeting students’ 
needs” (59%); “Positive learning environment” (57%); and “Working towards goals” 
(57%). 
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Fewer than half of respondents selected the following words from the list of options: 

 
 
The survey results suggest challenges in confidence for Prince Street School, with some 
perceived challenges for focusing on achievement and quality. Just for example, fewer 
than half of respondents chose the words “Confident” (40%), “Smart” (40%), “Focused 
on quality” (45%), or “Hopeful” (47%). Barely more than a third of respondents selected 
“Achievement focused” (36%), and fewer than a third selected words such as 
“Challenging” (26%), though this word might have inspired ambivalent interpretations.  

 
  

Of relevance to the school review process: very few respondents perceive Prince 
Street Elementary School as underfilled (8%). Far more were likely to perceive it as 
underfunded (38%). The link between underfilled schools and underfunded schools is 
not clear or automatic to the respondents to this survey. 
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CONNECTION & BELONGING 
The next set of questions explored connection, belonging, neighbourhood, and feelings 
of happiness and unhappiness associated with Prince Street Elementary School 
 
How connected do you feel to Prince Street Elementary School? 
84% of respondents (45 people) reported that they felt very connected or somewhat 
connected to Prince Street School. 
 

 
 
How great a sense of belonging do you feel to the community of students, 
parents and guardians, staff, neighbours, and supporters that surround Prince 
Street Elementary School?  
83% of respondents (44 people) reported that they felt a very strong sense of belonging 
or somewhat of a sense of belonging to Prince Street School. No one reported a very 
strong sense of not belonging. 
 

 



	   6	  

In your opinion, how important a part of the downtown neighbourhood is Prince 
Street Elementary School?  
77% of respondents (42 people) thought that Prince Street is a very important or 
somewhat important part of the downtown neighbourhood. Of those who thought it was 
somewhat or very important, the vast majority (38/42) said it was “very important.” 
 

 
If you moved into the area for Prince Street School and had a child of school age, 
how would you feel about enrolling a child at Prince Street?  
85% of respondents (46 people) would feel very happy or somewhat happy enrolling a 
child at Prince Street. 
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If you had to move to a different area and had a school-age child who had to leave 
Prince Street School, how would you feel about moving your child to another 
school?  
81% of respondents (43 people) said they would be very unhappy or somewhat unhappy 
about moving a child to another school. 
 

 

 
 
  

It will be important for the school review discussion to include an understanding of 
connection and belonging related to the schools under review.  
 
Respondents reported high levels of connection to Prince Street Elementary School 
and a strong sense of belonging.  
 
A strong majority of respondents (70%) see Prince Street School as very important 
to the downtown neighbourhood. Given this perception, engaging neigbourhoods 
collaboratively in school change decisions is essential to successful future plans for 
this school. 
 
A strong majority of respondents (70%) would be very happy to have a child zoned 
into Prince Street School; just less than a majority (49%) would be very unhappy to 
move a child to another school. To put forward a poetic interpretation of the data, the 
21% difference between these two results could suggest an effort (or perhaps a 
struggle) by respondents to express their positive feelings about Prince Street School 
and their sense of connection and belonging while trying to remain open-minded 
about changes that will come about as a result of school review. The results should 
be interpreted as effortful goodwill towards the process – with some wariness, or 
perhaps a lump in the throat.  
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EXPECTATIONS OF EDUCATION 
The next set of questions explored respondents’ values regarding education at Prince 
Street School and for all of Prince Edward Island. In the next section, not every 
respondent answered every question, so not every count of respondents adds up to 55.  

 
1. A child can receive a good or bad education in any school. 
2. When a school has FEWER students than it was designed for, this has a negative effect on the 

quality of education and the kinds of learning opportunities at the school. 
3. When a school has MORE students than it was designed for, this has a negative effect on the quality 

of education and the kinds of learning opportunities at the school. 
4. It is important to me that students at each school have equitable access to programs and resources: 

libraries, gyms, schoolyards, English additional language supports, education assistants, and so 
on. 

5. It is important to me for a school to be able to accommodate many kinds of ability and disability. 
6. It is important to me for a child to be able to walk to school or have a short bus ride. 
7. It is important to me for school changes to make education better for everyone, not just for my family. 
8. I believe parents and guardians and families play as big a part in children’s success in learning as the 

school itself. 
9. Schools in neighbourhoods where parents have fewer resources should get more resources than 

schools in neighbourhoods where parents have many resources. 
10. I believe that schools are responsible to contribute to children’s health including things such as 

adequate nutritious food and opportunities for exercise. 
11. I value a school community with a lot of diversity: a range of different cultural backgrounds, 

ethnicities, sources and levels of income, languages, and experiences. 
12. I expect schools to provide mental and emotional supports for students to have good mental health 

and good skills to cope with stress and anxiety. 
13. What children are learning in school meets my expectations about what they should learn in school. 
14. I feel confident that Prince Street students will graduate from Grade Six with the basic literacy and 

numeracy skills expected for Grade Six students. 
15. I feel confident that Prince Street students will graduate with the highest level of literacy and 

numeracy they are able to achieve. 
16. I am hopeful about the Prince Edward Island education system. 
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1 - A child can receive a good or bad education in any school.  
 
Almost three-quarters, 74%, of respondents (39 people) somewhat agree or strongly 
agree that a child can receive a good or bad education in any school. However, most of 
the respondents who agree with the statement (24 people) only somewhat agree, so 
there is some nuance to their agreement that isn’t captured in the survey.  
 
2 - When a school has FEWER students than it was designed for, this has a 
negative effect on the quality of education and the kinds of learning opportunities 
at the school. 
 
Just over one-third, 36%, of respondents (19 people) somewhat agree or strongly agree 
that when a school has fewer students than it was designed for (is under-filled), this has 
a negative effect on the quality of education and the kinds of learning opportunities at the 
school. Very few respondents (4 people) strongly agree that there are negative effects 
from a school being under-filled. 
 
3 - When a school has MORE students than it was designed for, this has a 
negative effect on the quality of education and the kinds of learning opportunities 
at the school. 
 
A very strong majority of nine out of ten, 90%, of respondents (49 people) somewhat 
agree or strongly agree that when a school has more students than it was designed for, 
this has a negative effect on the quality of education and the kinds of learning 
opportunities at the school. Among those who agree, more than double the number of 
respondents strongly agree (34 people) than somewhat agree (15 people). 

 
4 - It is important to me that students at each school have equitable access to 
programs and resources: libraries, gyms, schoolyards, English additional 
language supports, education assistants, and so on.  
 
A very strong majority of more than nine out of ten, 92.5%, of respondents (50 people) 
somewhat agree or strongly agree that it is important that students at each school have 
equitable access to programs and resources such as libraries, gyms, schoolyards, 
English additional language supports, education assistants, and so on. Among those 
who agree, 86% (43 people) strongly agree. 
 
5 - It is important to me for a school to be able to accommodate many kinds of 

It is clear from respondents’ reactions to underfilled versus overcrowded schools 
that it is much easier to make a clear and convincing case that overcrowded schools 
have a negative effect on quality of education than underfilled schools.  
 
This has significant implications for decisions about school review and also should 
inform communications to parents, guardians, and school communities about school 
changes. The Public Schools Branch will need to make a more compelling and 
convincing case about the negative effects of underfilled schools to win over skeptical 
school communities.  
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ability and disability. 
 
Respondents were getting close to unanimous — 94% of respondents (51 people) — in 
somewhat or strongly agreeing that it is important for a school to be able to 
accommodate many kinds of ability and disability. Among those who agree, four times 
as many strongly agree (41) as somewhat agree (10).  

 
6 - It is important to me for a child to be able to walk to school or have a short bus 
ride. 
 
A very strong majority of nine out of ten, 90%, of respondents (49 people) somewhat 
agree or strongly agree that it is important for a child to be able to walk to school or have 
a short bus ride. Among those who agree, double the number strongly agree (33) as 
somewhat agree (16). 

 
7 - It is important to me for school changes to make education better for 
everyone, not just for my family.  
 
Respondents were very close to unanimous — 98% of respondents (53 people) — in 
somewhat or strongly agreeing that it is important for school changes to make education 
better for everyone, not just for their family. Among those who agree, more than five 
times as many strongly agree (45) as somewhat agree (8).  

 
8 - I believe parents and guardians and families play as big a part in children’s 
success in learning as the school itself.  
 
Respondents were 100% unanimous in somewhat or strongly agreeing that parents and 
guardians and families play as big a part in children’s success in learning as the school 
itself. Six times as many respondents strongly agree (46) as somewhat agree (8). 
 

Almost to a person, respondents express the desire to put collective goals ahead of 
individual goals. Almost to a person, respondents express a wish be open-minded 
and broad-minded about school review and school changes, as long as they make 
education better for everyone.  

Equity and inclusion are expressed as Prince Street School values very consistently 
among respondents. The Public Schools Branch will want to make a case for how any 
proposed school changes affect equity and inclusion. 

As noted throughout this survey, distance from school is not only linked to 
transportation and children’s health and comfort but also to family engagement with 
the school.  
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9 - Schools in neighbourhoods where parents have fewer resources should get 
more resources than schools in neighbourhoods where parents have many 
resources. 
 
About three-quarters, 74%, of respondents (40 people) somewhat agree or strongly 
agree that schools in neighbourhoods where parents have fewer resources should get 
more resources than schools in neighbourhoods where parents have many resources. 
Among those who agree, more than twice as many somewhat agree (28) as strongly 
agree (12).  
 

 
10 - I believe that schools are responsible to contribute to children’s health 
including things such as adequate nutritious food and opportunities for exercise. 
 
Respondents were getting close to unanimous — 94% of respondents (51 people) — in 
somewhat or strongly agreeing that schools are responsible to contribute to children’s 
health including things such as adequate nutritious food and opportunities for exercise. 
Among those who agree, those who strongly agree (29) slightly outnumber those who 
somewhat agree (22). 
 

 

This is the response with the strongest consensus on the survey. The response 
underscores the importance of engaging parents, guardians, and families with 
schools and engaging them as vital partners in the future of education in PEI. School 
changes must reduce, not increase, barriers to family engagement in learning. 

There is a great diversity in socio-economic background among Prince Street School 
students, and this diversity is considered a strength at our school. However, there is 
no denying that Prince Street School community on the whole has fewer resources 
than the communities around some other schools. Prince Street Home and School 
members have frequently observed that raising $2,000 at our school is a very 
different and more difficult project than raising $2,000 at some other Charlottetown 
schools. Nonetheless, respondents from Prince Street School will on the whole be 
satisfied with a fair and relatively equal distribution of resources to schools and are 
not making a strong socialist case for equity of distribution based on comparative 
need.  

The strong support for a central role for schools in contributing to children’s health 
through nutrition and exercise is very likely connected to the Prince Street 
community’s awareness that there are too many students at our school who are 
hungry. There are many students at our school whose families cannot offer them 
many extracurricular sports opportunities. It is hard to be part of the Prince Street 
School community and not see these challenges and see a role for schools to make 
children’s lives better, richer, and healthier. Comparing the response to this question 
with the response to the previous question, it can be surmised that the Prince Street 
community supports initiatives that are universally available for the benefit of many 
and integrated into all schools rather than supports that are based on one school’s 
needs.  
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11 - I value a school community with a lot of diversity: a range of different cultural 
backgrounds, ethnicities, sources and levels of income, languages, and 
experiences. 
 
Respondents were very close to unanimous — 98% of respondents (52 people) — in 
somewhat or strongly agreeing that they value a school community with a lot of diversity, 
such as a range of cultural backgrounds, ethnicities, sources and levels of income, 
languages, and experiences. Among those who agree, more than four times as many 
strongly agree (42) as somewhat agree (10).  
 

 
12 - I expect schools to provide mental and emotional supports for students to 
have good mental health and good skills to cope with stress and anxiety. 
 
Respondents were very close to unanimous — 96% of respondents (52 people) — in 
somewhat or strongly agreeing that they expect schools to provide mental and emotional 
supports for students to have a good mental health and good skills to cope with stress 
and anxiety. Among those who agree, more than one-and-a-half times as many strongly 
agree (32) as somewhat agree (20).  
 

 
13 - What children are learning in school meets my expectations about what they 
should learn in school.  
 
About three-quarters, 74%, of respondents (40 people) somewhat agree or strongly 
agree that what children are learning in school meets their expectations about what they 
should learn in school. Among those who agree, the field is fairly evenly split between 
those who somewhat agree (19) and those who strongly agree (21). It would be 
fascinating to learn more about what parents’ exact expectations are about what 
students should learn in school and where schools meet those expectations and where 
they fall short of them. 
 
14 - I feel confident that Prince Street students will graduate from Grade Six with 
the basic literacy and numeracy skills expected for Grade Six students. 
 
About 85% of respondents (45 people) somewhat agree or strongly agree that they feel 
confident Prince Street students will graduate from Grade Six with the basic literacy and 
numeracy skills expected for Grade Six students. Among those who agree, close to 
three times as many strongly agree (33) as somewhat agree (12). 
 
15 - I feel confident that Prince Street students will graduate with the highest level 
of literacy and numeracy they are able to achieve.  

As expressed throughout this survey, diversity is a central value, if not the central 
value, of the Prince Street School community.  

Respondents have very high expectations of schools and education systems, 
including support for the mental health and wellbeing of students as much as for 
physical health and wellbeing. 
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About 85% of respondents (45 people) somewhat agree or strongly agree that they feel 
confident Prince Street students will graduate from Grade Six with the highest level of 
literacy and numeracy they are able to achieve. Among those who agree, just under two 
times as many strongly agree (29) as somewhat agree (16). 
 

16 - I am hopeful about the Prince Edward Island education system. 
 
About eight out of ten, 80% of respondents (43 people) somewhat agree or strongly 
agree that they are hopeful about the Prince Edward Island education system. More 
somewhat agree (25) than strongly agree (18). 
 

 
COMMENTS 
Almost half of respondents — 26 out of 55 — took the time to add narrative comments at 
the end of the survey. Comments have been summarized and edited to take out any 
identifying information. 
 
Of these, most comments, 14 of the 26, offered only praise for Prince Street School. A 
few examples: “Solid school, in every way.” “My kids love their school.”  
 
Almost a quarter of the commenters, 6 people, had positive comments about friendly, 
dedicated staff. Two commenters used the phrase “above and beyond” in describing 
school staff’s efforts on behalf of their children. 
 
Describing Prince Street School as a family, a home, or “family like no other” was a 
theme in 4 comments. The “family like no other” description of the school comes from 
the school song by Liam Corcoran with students, and it strikes a chord with many 
respondents: “Prince Street is a school that is dedicated to character building and to the 
social emotional well-being of students. The students and staff of Prince Street are truly 
a family like no other.” “Prince Street is not only [my child’s] home, it's our home.” 
 
The size of schools was a theme, with 4 commenters making a case for “small 
schools,” “smaller school atmosphere,” “small and not overcrowded,” and schools that 
are “small, kind, safe and fun.” 

The same number of respondents feel confident that students will graduate from 
Prince Street School with the basic literacy and numeracy expected for their grade as 
feel confident that students will reach the highest level of literacy and numeracy they 
are able to achieve. However, there is a difference in the level of confidence between 
these two questions. Fewer respondents expressed strong confidence that students 
will reach the highest level they are able. This may point to challenges of 
achievement both for students with modified programs who are not expected to meet 
the same levels of literacy and numeracy as their peers and for high-achieving 
students who may need enrichment opportunities to meet their highest levels of 
ability. 

We thought the Public Schools Branch would be interested in the results of this 
question.  
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The value of diversity was an explicit theme in at least 3 comments: “Prince Street 
School offers something that there is no lesson plan for. The diversity at Prince Street 
School is priceless.” 
 
The importance of inclusiveness was a theme in at least 3 comments. Several 
respondents talked about specific supports provided to students with challenges. One 
example: “Since starting at Prince Street [my child with specific challenges] has begun 
developing social, emotional and cognitive skills to help her grow into a well-rounded 
individual. [My child] was seeing councillors, paediatricians, and other medical 
professionals on a regular basis, she now does follow ups once a year.”  
 
The need for libraries and teacher-librarians received special emphasis in 3 
comments. Examples of comments include these: “Libraries, staffed by trained teacher 
librarians in our Island schools are essential.” “Our students need into the libraries, they 
need to ‘learn how to learn’, to critically assess sources of information, how to use the 
vast amount of electronic resources available to them.” 
 
The need for adequate numbers of staff and teachers with support and resources was 
an explicit theme in 2 comments and implicit in others. 
 
Several comments came up only once but were well stated. Some hopes: 

- A desire to see the neighbourhood and school more integrated. 
- The importance of having a daycare housed in the school in helping develop 

empathy: “older children are encouraged to be kind to younger children.”  
- The need for emphasis on physical education and longer times for play. 

 
And some concerns or challenges: 

- A comment on the challenges of inclusion: “In theory I endorse integrated 
classrooms, but no student should suffer because of it - we need more help in the 
schools.”  

- A concern about class composition, alongside the need for more resources for 
teachers in “academically diverse classrooms.” 

- A concern about “social promotion” from a commenter who thinks its effects are 
negative.  

- A concern about keeping high-achieving students engaged.  
 
One parent commented on the tradition of Prince Street School: “This school has served 
four generations [of] my family… this school has been part of the community for many 
generations and [I] feel [it’s] important to be [there] for future generations of all families.” 

 
 

A few comments were addressed directly to the school review process.  
 
Several commenters expressed fears and anxieties about school change. A parent of 
a student who has overcome some specific challenges noted, “If my child was to be 
forced to switched schools due to zoning she would back track and lose all of her 
progress, friends, and support from those who know her.” 
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Another parent commented, “My daughter is stressed over the possible talk of having 
to switch schools next year due to rezoning etc. She adores Prince Street. It would be 
good if kids could finish out the school they have started in and any kids just starting 
can start in the re zoned school from the start. Less disruption and loss for the 
children who are attached to the teachers and friends.” 
 
Another parent commented, “I feel so lucky my [first child] attended Prince Street, and 
hope none of the changes affect my [second child] being able to attend for the 
remaining … years of school at Prince Street.” 
 
One commenter said, “The challenges teachers face today are like nothing they've 
ever had to face in my opinion, and adding more children to a school just to make the 
numbers look good, but not providing the already sometimes overworked staff with 
the resources they need would be an awful thing so I hope that the decisions made 
really are for the benefit of the children and staff, and not in the interest of making 
things look good on paper or cutting costs. There is no greater cost to our economy 
and society than to shortchange our children's learning!” 
 
This last statement seems a valuable summary of the central themes of the survey 
and the hopes and concerns of many who responded. 



PRINCE STREET SCHOOL & THE SCHOOL REVIEW
From Prince Street Home and School

October 2016

The Public Schools Branch (PEI government) is doing a review of schools in our area, 
including Prince Street Elementary School. 

At present, there is NO reason to think Prince Street Elementary School will close. 
However, our school and other schools connected to it WILL be affected by school 
changes. Government says the changes will be in place by September 2017.

As members of the Prince Street Elementary School community, we have some say in 
these changes if we speak up now!

Why is Prince Street Elementary School part of 
the school review?

Prince Street School is considered “under-
utilized.” This means there are fewer students 
than the school can comfortably hold. The school 
is not as full as it could be. And it is expected to 
get less full, not more full, in the next few years.

Having fewer students means higher costs for 
running the building, but being under-filled 
affects students’ education, not just cost.

Why? Having fewer students means having fewer 
staff members. It also affects what programs can 
be offered. A school that is too empty has fewer 
staff people and fewer resources for programs.

Here is an example. Kindergarten enrolment at 
our school has gotten less over the last few years. 
We went from having three kindergarten classes 
to just two. The whole Prince Street School has 
been affected by the loss of a kindergarten class. 

It is harder for a school that is under-filled to 
adapt to change. For example, if three families 
move to Prince Street School with three 
kindergarten-aged children, it is harder to absorb 
three children into two kindergarten classes than 
into three. It could result in a kindergarten class 
with more students than recommended, so the 
teacher has less time for each student.

There is lots of change in the Prince Street School 
population each year. Families move to Prince 

Street School. Families move away. We have a lot 
of diversity in our school community. This means 
diversity in how people gain their income and 
how much income they have. It means diversity in 
cultures or countries of origin. It means diversity 
in language and diversity of ability. Students have 
a diversity of needs.

Colonel Gray Family of Schools: A mix of under-
filled and over-crowded schools

Prince Street School is under-filled. Some other 
schools nearby in Charlottetown and Stratford 
have more students than fit in their buildings. 
Over-crowded schools are stressful for students 
and staff. Over-crowded schools also cause 
problems for offering the programs and services 
that help students learn.  

Birchwood Intermediate School, where most 
Prince Street students go after grade six, is very 
seriously under-filled, and that is creating very 
serious challenges. The Birchwood community 
(families, staff, and others) talk about challenges 
such as keeping high-quality programs, retaining 
good staff, and keeping a positive spirit in a school 
that is too empty. 

Colonel Gray High School, where most Prince 
Street students go after grade nine, will be 
uncomfortably over-crowded by the time this 
year’s grade six students graduate from high 
school. 



EXAMPLES OF SCHOOL CHANGES

• Changes to school zone boundaries. Every 
school area has “borders.” Some of these 
borders could change. For example, this could 
mean that a street where students now go 
to Prince Street Elementary could become 
a street where students go to Parkdale 
Elementary or vice versa.

• Changes to what programs are or are not 
available at schools. For example, French 
Immersion is an example of a program that is 
available in some schools and not others. It 
is now available at Spring Park but not Prince 
Street. School changes could result in changes 
to which schools have this program. 

• Changes to what grade levels a school 
includes. For example, an under-filled K-3 
school could become a K-6 school. 

• Changes could include closing some schools, 
but in general the goal is to better use school 
buildings that already exist and to balance 
schools that are under-filled with schools that 
are over-crowded.

HOW CAN I HAVE A SAY?

School changes are connected to education 
goals. We want to influence changes that meet 
our hopes for children to learn well and thrive in 
positive, hopeful school environments. 

You can have your say about school 
changes directly to government at http://
princeedwardisland.ca/betterlearningforall and by 
taking part in public hearings and consultations. 
Government is looking for your ideas about these 
sorts of things:

• The factors to consider and the values behind 
any school changes

• Ideas for school changes that are realistic and 
solve problems

• Thoughts about how school changes would 
affect the school community in good and bad 
ways.

You can also share ideas to be included in a report 
that Prince Street Home and School will submit to 
government. This report will focus on the factors 
to consider and the values behind any school 
changes that could affect our school. 

You can participate in this report in several ways:

• Complete our survey about what is important 
to you at Prince Street School: online 
at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
princestreet or on paper from the school 
office.

• Put completed surveys or other comments or 
suggestions in a suggestion box in the office at 
the school. 

• Submit comments in the language of your 
choice to princestreethomeandschool@gmail.
com. (Note: We will use Google translate 
to read comments in languages other than 
English and French.)

PLEASE COMPLETE OUR SURVEY

https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/ princestreet
The deadline for your comments to 
be included in a consultation report 
from the Prince Street Home and 
School is November 18.

Information about the Prince Street 
School report will be available at 
http://princestreetschool.ca



The Public Schools Branch (PEI government) is doing a review of schools in our area, including
Prince Street Elementary School. This survey is for members of the Prince Street Elementary
School community, to share your thoughts about Prince Street School and the education system.
The results of the survey will be used for a report from the Prince Street Home and School to the
school review process. 
This survey will remain open until November 18.
Information about other consultations will be available at http://princestreetschool.ca. 

 

Introduction

1. How are you connected to Prince Street Elementary School? (Please select all that apply.)

I am a Prince Street student

I am a staff member at Prince Street

I am a parent or guardian of a Prince Street student

I have a family member who is a student or staff

I have a child or children who may go to Prince Street in the future

I or a child or children close to me graduated from Prince Street

I live in the neighbourhood of Prince Street School

2. Why did you or your family choose Prince Street Elementary as your school? (Please choose only one.)

Lived in the zone where I could walk or bus to the school

Was not interested in French Immersion

Was interested in late French Immersion starting in Grade 7 instead of kindergarten

Enrolled a child at Prince Street before there was the option of a new school at Spring Park

Wanted child to go to Prince Street School because of its reputation

Moved to this area because of the schools’ reputation (Prince Street, Birchwood, Colonel Gray)

Wanted students to go to school with other students in the neighbourhood

Feel connected to Prince Street School as part of my neighbourhood

Diversity of Prince Street School community matches my values

Not in the zone for Prince Street but student remains at school for personal/family reasons

None of the above

http://princestreetschool.ca


3. Which of the following words would you use to describe Prince Street School? (Please select all that
apply.)

Accepting

Accessible

Achievement-focused

Building on strengths

Caring

Challenging

Child-friendly

Competitive

Confident

Creative

Dedicated staff

Diverse

Empathetic

Encouraging

Engaged with parents and community

Enthusiastic

Excellent

Fabulous

Flexible

Focused on quality

Friendly

Fun

Good at communicating

Good enough

Good environment

Helpful

Hopeful

Improving

Inclusive

Inspiring

Inviting

Just the right size of school

Meeting students’ needs

Negative learning environment

Never give up

Nurturing

Open

Ordinary

Overcrowded

Positive learning environment

Professional

Proud

Resourceful

Respectful

Rigid

Safe

Smart

Student-centred

Supportive

Teacher-driven

Trying hard

Underfilled

Underfunded

Welcoming

Working towards goals

1 - Very disconnected
2 - Somewhat
disconnected 3 - Neutral 4 - Somewhat connected 5 - Very connected

4. How connected do you feel to Prince Street Elementary School?

1 - Very strong sense of
not belonging

2 - Somewhat of a sense
of not belonging 3 - Neutral

4 - Somewhat strong
sense of belonging

5 - Very strong sense of
belonging

5. How great a sense of belonging do you feel to the community of students, parents and guardians, staff,
neighbours, and supporters that surround Prince Street Elementary School?



1 - Very unimportant
2 -

Somewhat unimportant 3 - Neutral 4 - Somewhat important 5 - Very important

6. In your opinion, how important a part of the downtown neighbourhood is Prince Street Elementary
School?

1 - Very unhappy 2 - Somewhat unhappy 3 - Neutral 4 - Somewhat happy 5 - Very happy

7. If you moved into the area for Prince Street School and had a child of school age, how would you feel
about enrolling a child at Prince Street?

1 - Very unhappy 2 - Somewhat unhappy 3 - Neutral 4 - Somewhat happy 5 - Very happy

8. If you had to move to a different area and had a school-age child who had to leave Prince Street School,
how would you feel about moving your child to another school?

 Strongly Disagree Somewhat Disagree Somewhat Agree Strongly Agree

A child can receive a
good or bad education in
any school.

When a school has
FEWER students than it
was designed for, this
has a negative effect on
the quality of education
and the kinds of learning
opportunities at the
school.

When a school has
MORE students than it
was designed for, this
has a negative effect on
the quality of education
and the kinds of learning
opportunities at the
school.

9. How strongly do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about education?



It is important to me that
students at each school
have equitable access
to programs and
resources: libraries,
gyms, schoolyards,
English additional
language supports,
education assistants,
and so on.

It is important to me for a
school to be able to
accommodate many
kinds of ability and
disability.

It is important to me for a
child to be able to walk
to school or have a short
bus ride.

It is important to me for
school changes to make
education better for
everyone, not just for my
family.

I believe parents and
guardians and families
play as big a part in
children’s success in
learning as the school
itself.

Schools in
neighbourhoods where
parents have fewer
resources should get
more resources than
schools in
neighbourhoods where
parents have many
resources.

I believe that schools are
responsible to contribute
to children’s health
including things such as
adequate nutritious food
and opportunities for
exercise.

 Strongly Disagree Somewhat Disagree Somewhat Agree Strongly Agree



I value a school
community with a lot of
diversity: a range of
different cultural
backgrounds,
ethnicities, sources and
levels of income,
languages, and
experiences.

I expect schools to
provide mental and
emotional supports for
students to have good
mental health and good
skills to cope with stress
and anxiety.

What children are
learning in school meets
my expectations about
what they should learn in
school.

I feel confident that
Prince Street students
will graduate from Grade
Six with the basic
literacy and numeracy
skills expected for Grade
Six students.

I feel confident that
Prince Street students
will graduate with the
highest level of literacy
and numeracy they are
able to achieve.

I am hopeful about the
Prince Edward Island
education system.

 Strongly Disagree Somewhat Disagree Somewhat Agree Strongly Agree

10. Comments
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